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Jury: City
responsible
in shooting

Boy accidentally killed
with officer’s handgun

By JORN MacCORMACK
Kerald ST Wnier

A Clrcult Court jury held the
city of Plaatation responsidble
Wednesday for the accldental
desth of a teen-ager shot in 8
police capwin's home with the
officer's service revolver.

The Jury swardsd $830,000 o
Consgie Krafl, the dead youth's
mother. ’

Plasutios was pegligeot in the
1982 accident because 1t hed no
pollicy for police olficers oo the
saie handliog of their handguas in
their homes, the jury ruled.

Kraft's attorney Davia Oold said

‘the verdict carries a mesage lor

local law-eniorcement tgencies.

“They're sayiag. I you're going
to allow your people o carry
guns, make sure they're locked up
(n o saj¢ place whea they are pot
in use,” he said.

George Lanrs, representing
Plantation, called the ruliag “aa
emotional verdict not based oo
iogic and reason.

“1t makes an employer respoasi-
ble for every act of its employees
whiile they're alf duty, & well az
the reladves of the employees”

Lanza sald
.. __Greg Scifers, 18, died oo the

night of Jan. 22, 1382, after he
wes  icadentally shot with 3
.Js-qllber service revolvers de-
longiag 10 potice Capt. Ben Butler.

The gun was fired dy Butler's
son, Kenneth, 16, who testlied
Wednesday that Scilers wes his
best {nend.

Capt Butler, who was ot at

home, testlied that he routinely -

‘They're saying, if
you're going to allow.
your people to carry
guns, make sure
they're locked upin a
safe place when they
are not in use.’

lelt the loaded gun in an unioched
crester Cravwer.

Rylier. a Plantstion pohicemsn
for 18 veacs, testifsed thet he had
received hundreds of hours of
instrucion 1n handgun use. He
sa1d ne had never been 1nsirucied
by the city or anyone eise on how
to safely keep guns in his house.

He had warned his son sdout the
dsngers ol handguns. he ud, and
had thought that sullicient to
prevent any accidenls.

Criminologists catled as expent
wlilnesses in the tnal differed on
whelher an ‘‘accepled sandarc™
exists (or police oa the issue.

George Kirkhem. & prolessor of
ciminology at Flonda Sute Uni.
versity, testilied for the plainu!f
that many- depariments require
their officers to unlogd their
wespons. secuyre them with trigger
guards or lock them up when not
n use, '

“it's my opinion that the ciry of
Plantation failed to perform 1o
minumum stancaras,” he sawd.

Cnnunoiogist Blll Bopp. a2 pro-
fetsas at Flonda Atlantic Universie
ty. testfied for the defense. He
sad he was unaware that such
measures were generally sccepted
police practice and sad such a
policy wouid be unenlorceable.

“It's like telling poiice ollicers
10 tie their shoes,” he said.

The plainti{{'s case rested in
part un whether Capt. Buller, who
was visiting his mother at the time
of the accident, wis in any sense
“on duty" for the city.

Butler testified that he was on

cell. driving & city police vehicle.
caTY'\ng & paging device and
armed with zn “off-duty” hxad.
gun.
. The jury laterpreted this 10
mean that Butler was acting as zn
emplioyee of the eity, according o
{oremsn Hyman Fox.

“We [elt he's on duty 24 hoursa
day. snd the city is responsible for
him.” Fox a1d4. “QOne of the
contrsdbuung factors is that the city
had not given him any inst-ucuon
on the safe handling of guns.”™

lanza taid the ety wiil appeal
the miling.

“IU's our pogsidon that Capt.
Butier Rad & duty with regard to
his weapon end that the city of
Pianiguon had no respons:bility.”
he 3a1d.

Butier was origlnally nemed 3
defendant 1n the suit, bdul was

dropped belore the case came W
el



